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The letter T is a horizontal crossing a vertical, is a fi g-
ure supporting a beam, is a mark, a sign, a symbol, is 
two sticks crossing. The words this and that, then and 
there, tablet and time, tree and table, temple and tailor, 
begin with the letter T. 

‘T’ Space is a place in a wood, is sky and ground, is 
clearing and bridge, window and stair, inside and out-
side, container and contained, is a space set aside, is 
apertures of light and time, is the morning sun and the 
milky way.

as after is before is grown from objects and images 
found and made: a leaf, a stone, a clay pitcher, wool 
coats and sheep fl eece, words inscribed and breath 
whistled. as after is before is the smell and sound be-
fore the sight, is the animal who makes its coat and the 
animal who grows one, is  time measured in epochs and 
time measured in seasons, is form shaped from heat 
and pressure and line carved by human hand. as after is 
before is the sound that bears the song, and the memo-
ry that bears a body, is the side by side of everything we 
feel but cannot see, is the imprint we wear as surely as 
footsteps left in sand as gifts from another time.
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Entering Dia Foundation’s New York City space to ex-
perience Ann Hamilton’s 1993 tropos, I was mesmerized. 
I remember stopping in my tracks as I looked across ani-
mal hair covering the entire gallery fl oor and saw a person 
in the corner at a metal table with a wood burner in her 
hand slowly burning letters out of a book. There was the 
inaudible sound of words as a small spiral of smoke rose 
from the book. In 1993 we had just published Questions of 
Perception. Juhani Pallasmaa, Alberto Pérez-Gómez, and 
I made this critical manifesto against the currents in archi-
tecture, hoping for deeper connections in space, light, and 
time, as well as the haptic realm of material and detail. Ann 
Hamilton’s tropos seemed to embody all these ideas as the 
exhibition transformed the entire fl oor of Dia. I met Ann a few 
years later at a dinner after my lecture in Columbus, Ohio 
and have followed her amazing work ever since. We are, 
with deep gratitude, happy to welcome her to ‘T’ Space and 
to experience a new work here.

-Steven Holl
06.19.2023

Visual artist Ann Hamilton creates site-responsive installa-
tions including projects for The Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Los Angeles, Dia Art Foundation, MASS MoCA, Gug-
genheim Museum, Park Avenue Armory, The Fabric Work-
shop and Museum, Centro Internacional das Artes José de 
Guimarães, Guimarães, Portugal, Echigo-Tsumari Art Trien-
nale, Niigata Prefecture, Japan, and Wuzhen, China. Her 
work has been recognized by the National Medal of the Arts, 
Heinz Award, MacArthur Fellowship, United States Artists 
Fellowship, and Guggenheim Memorial Fellowship among 
others. She represented the United States in the 1991 São 
Paulo Biennial and the 1999 Venice Biennale, and is Dis-
tinguished University Professor Emerita at The Ohio State 
University. She makes her home in Columbus, Ohio.

Poet and essayist Ann Lauterbach is the author of 11 
books of poetry and three books of essays, including The 
Night Sky: Writings on the Poetics of Experience and The 
Given & The Chosen. Her 2009 collection of poetry, Or to 
Begin Again, was a fi nalist for the National book Award. Lau-
terbach’s work has been recognized by fellowships from the 
Guggenheim Foundation, the New York State Foundation 
for the Arts, the Ingram Merrill Foundation, among others,  
and in 1995, she was awarded the prestigious MacArthur 
Fellowship. She is the Ruth and David  Schwab II Professor 
of Languages and Literature at Bard College. A native of 
New York City, she lives in Germantown, New York.

The Moving Star Vocal Ensemble is a New York City-
based collective of vocalists from diverse backgrounds who 
share a common interest in vocal improvisation, vocal har-
mony traditions, and the connections between song, im-
provisation, composition, and musical memory. Housed in 
the Education Wing of Carnegie Hall, the ensemble began 
in 2015 when musicians from Carnegie Hall’s Lullaby Proj-
ect joined together a wide range of singers, vocal improvis-
ers, and composers, and the collaborations began.  Moving 
Star’s projects have included interactive concerts of both 
improvised and composed works, workshops on improvi-
sation and participant singing, online multimedia concerts, 
and the development of immersive operas for babies in tan-
dem with Carnegie Hall’s Weill Institute.

Upstate Art Weekend, July 22 and 23, 1 – 4 PM 
Moving Star performances in conjunction with as after is be-
fore: Members from the NYC-based vocal collective, 
Moving Star—Emily Eagen, Mark Ettinger, Saskia Lane, 
and Onome—will come together to create an improv-
isatory vocal response to, and with, the installation in 
‘T’ Space and the surrounding woodlands.

‘T’ Space Gallery
125 ½ Round Lake Road, Rhinebeck, NY 12572

‘T’ Space Reserve
60 Round Lake Road, Rhinebeck NY 12572

‘T’ Space is a project of the Steven Myron Holl Foundation 
(SMHF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t organization. Founded in 2010, 
SMHF acts as an instrument of communication on urgent is-
sues concerning architecture and art to stimulate critical and 
theoretical exchange of ideas in today’s cultural and tech-
nological conditions, and to educate and entice alternative 
thinking, broader discourse, and deeper research on current 
issues of art and architecture. [On recto: clay pitcher, Museu 
Arqueológico Martins Sarmento, Guimarães, Portugal.] 

It is an honor and pleasure to present as after is before, an 
installation of recent works by Ann Hamilton at ‘T’ Space, 
as part our thirteenth season. We are so grateful to Ann 
for her inspiring and powerful intervention, as she created 
new work in conversation with the gallery and surrounding 
landscape. Thanks to Ann Lauterbach, Emily Eagen, Mark 
Ettinger, Saskia Lane, and Onome (Moving Star), and Ann 
Hamilton for the generous collaboration, and for creating 
this moving dialogue synthesizing art, poetry, music, and 
architecture. 

Thanks goes to Steven Holl, Dimitra Tsachrelia, Kelly Pope, 
Enrique Garcia, Jim Holl, Marisa Espe, and Kara Gut, Re-
becca Copper, Jason Mulhausen, Lydia Smith, and Nina 
Wells from Hamilton’s studio for their kind assistance. 

The Synthesis of the Arts Summer 2023 Series is made pos-
sible with leading support provided by Elise Jaff e + Jeff rey 
Brown and Steve Pulimood. Support is provided by the J.M. 
Kaplan Fund, Leica Geosystems, the Al Held Foundation, 
Pratt Family Fund, Archive Fine Art, Inc. and its affi  liates Art 
Crating, Inc. & ACLA, LLC, Arlene Shechet, Joan and Mar-
tin Camins, Stan Allen, Margo and Anthony Viscusi, Donna 
Moylan and Dr. Ben Chu. Additional support is provided by 
community members of ‘T’ Space.

Ann Hamilton’s exhibition is partially supported by the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. To fi nd out more about how 
the National Endowment for the Arts grants impact individu-
als and communities, visit www.arts.gov. Ann Lauterbach’s 
poetry reading is supported in part by Poets & Writers with 
public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts 
with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul of New York and 
the New York State Legislature.

We are incredibly grateful to all of our contributors who help 
to make ‘T’ Space a sustainable project, and a vital force in 
the Hudson Valley and beyond—thank you.

Susan Wides, Director | Curator




